Matter of Fact

WASHINGTON.

The Eisenhower administra-
tion, it begins to seem, has a re-
markable propensity for putting
its worst foot forward. However
one adds up the pluses and
minuses in the Harry Dexter
White business, it is generally
agreed that Attorney General
Brownell weakened his case by
badly overstating it to begin
with. In other and-graver mat-
ters, the Administration case has
been badly understated—or not
stated at all.

The queer thing is that the
Administration has a perfectly
good foot to put forward. Be-

cause of the furor over the White
business, no one paid much at-
tention to President Eisen-
hower’s recent trip to Canada.
Yet the Eisenhower trip was an
cutcome of a courageous Admin-

istration decision, )

This is the decision to embark
on a serious continental defense
program, Presen} plans call for
spending some $20,000,000,000
over a four to five-year period on
defense against nuclear attack,
the peak to be reached in 1958,
Intimate Canadian collaboration
is a prerequisite of this program,
and the fact that the Preésident
himself went to Canada to dis-
cuss this matter suggests the im-
portance atfached to the pro-
gram,

J‘L

Slower Start
Present plans do not go the
lwhole way with the recommen-
:ldations of the now-famous Lin-
coln Study. For-one thing, these
plans envisage a slower start.
But perfectly sound arguments
can be advanced for a relatively
slow start. And the $20,000,000,-
000 program—if it is not skimped
in the end-—represents an entire-
ly serious attempt to deal with
the terrible danger of Soviet
atomic and hydrogen attack.

Why then, has the Adminis-
tration’s decision to make a se-
rious effort in this field not been
announced, with a flourish of
trumpets? For there is plenty of
evidence that this is just what
the country wants to see—a
ireally effective Administration
program for dealing with the
dangers that confront the na-
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fense would be about half a bile
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lion dollavs. Wilson was actual-
ly talking about the exirs
amount to. be allocated to this.
purpose immediately, But he

left & widespread impression

that the Administration planneéd:
to spend no more than this ob=
viously inadequate sum to pro-

tect the country against nuclea}'

attack. Again, why? [

Part of the answer can be!
found in the history of the basic: X
D papeits—known as NSC- ¥
éﬂ which the continental' !
defense program is an outgrowth,

tion Solarium, as i is known 'in‘
high official - cncles Operatzon
Solarium began [ with a dispute m!
the White House sun room about
the relative priorities which
should be accorded to a “sound”! !
economy (lower taxes and & ?f
balanced budget) and to natmm,l' :
security.

This discussion.led to & serles
of task force .studies of the -
problem, which culminated ab,:
length in an historic and rather'*
heated meeting of the natmn’s
highest policy-making body, tl}_e {
National Security Council, last?
Oct. 6. Over the strong objec-®
tions of Budget Director Joseph :
Dodge, chief protagonist of g
balanced budget at all costs, the:
National Se‘curity Countil ap-'

proved NSC-162.
" NSC- 16 concludes that ‘the
rekang the United States is

absolute—it is a threat to actual .
national survival. Therefore na=
tional security must be accorded
absolute priority. This courage=
ous decision reflects the collective
judgment of the highest officials
in the Administration, It is un~
questionably a decision of which
the vast majority of the Ameri-
can people would strongly ap-
prove, if the facts on which it is
based were c]early explained to
them. )
Under the Rug

Instead of explaining these
facts, however, most Administra~
tion officials seem to be busy
shoving them ‘ under the rug,
meanwhile fuming furiously
about “leaks.” One reason prob=~
ably is that many high Adminis=
tration officials, while agreeing
with NSC-162 in their heads
(because they are patriofs, and
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Thele was & time when the|Dadge in their hearts. This is
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dm when it seemeéd that thelare continued high taxes ang
Administration intended to telljunbalanced budgets; anathems
the country frankly about these{to the conservative-minded men
measures and about its plans for{of the Administration.
dealing with them. Now Opera-|. The net result is a sort of col=
tion Candor has been muffled|lective Administration schiza=
down to a single speech by the|phrenia. This in turn helps to
President, date indefinite, now/spread the impression—largely
in about its thirtieth draft, and|untrue—that the Administration
getting vaguer and more gen-|really has no policy at all, other
eral with each draft. Why? [than a policy of depicting the
. 2 Democratic party as a nest of
Again, Why! potential subversives, :
Copyright, 1853, N. Y.-Herald Tribune Ine,
The Alsop columm also ap-

Again, Secretary of Defense
Charles E. Wilson remarked re-

cently that a “reasonable” €X-ipears in the Herald Tribume
penditure for continental de-|Monday, Wednesday and Friday.

“We Weren’t Certain!”’

—Messner, in The Rochester Times-Union
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Matter Of Fact....... © . By Jouh Aop

Red Eliers Casing Us

ANOTHER of those moments
has come which most people in
this country have hopefully be-
lieved never would come, even
though their coming was logi-
cally lnevitable

1n brief. the active reconnais-
sance of this continent by the
Soviet Strategic Air Force has
now begun. About six months
ago. the Soviet equivalent of a
wing of TUds, or perhaps wo
wings, moved into new hases on
Karichdtka, across the Bering
ftrait irom Alaska. Sinee then,
the air reconnaissance has
been going forward.

Four chumed contrans, the
vapor trails left by aircraft fly
fra a  altitude. have been

Csghted in recent months. Of

these clauned sightings.  iwo
have been dismissed after care:
ful mvesiigation as probably
tbe result of special atmaos.
pueric conditions and cloud of
fecis. But the two otacks, one
on the north Alaskan coast and
onc in northern Canada, are
held to have been the genuine
tiaces of Soviet air reconnais
pance missions. The Alaskan
sighting, at least, is held to
have been confirmed further by
th~ evidence of the radar net.
This development is and is
not a cause for deep conceri.
To begin with the sedative ar-
guments, this air reconnaissace
of our continent which the So-
viets have now started is only
the equivalent of what we have
been doing for some time past.
Qur longrange aircraft have
beecn flving reconnaissance
operations on the Siberian
coast since before Korea; they
have gone in far enough for
interception to he attempted on
more than one occasion
Equally, there can be little
doubt that the Navy Privateer
shot dowp over the Baltic a

IN THE CASE of the best-
confirmed Soviet venture into
our air—that in northern Alas.
ka—there is even some doubt
about whether the Russian
four-motored bomber passed
the off-shore line where it had
a right to fly. For the Soviet
Strategic Air Force 1o occupy
bases in Kamchatka and to fly
reconnaissance from them
along our coasts is just as rea.
soriable as fcr us o fly recon-
naissance from Alaskan and
other forward bases. In short,
even though Canad.an werritory
was certamly violated if the
second prohable sighiing was
genuine, there s nothing im-
mediately w»rlike in this new
development

On the other hand, the devel
opment is & grim warming, aud
il is reasonabie to be concesned
because the warmng 1s not
being acted on Whai has hap
pened plainly indicates  the
growing size and power of the
Soviet Strategic Air Force. It
suggests that this force, if not
a threat to us today, will abinost
surcly become a grave threat
indeed beforc very long. We
probably have a little time left
to put our own air defenses
in order. But this is the begin
ning of an ending. And if wc
dn hot usc this time which we
still have to the limit of our
capacities, the danger will be
upon us before our defenses
are prepared.

Something of ithe poverty of
our present defenses is sug-
gested by the fact that visual
evidence nas provided the main
proof of the presence of Soviet
aircraft. Even in the Alaskan
case, the sighting of the con-
trail was pesitive while the
blip on She radar screen was
arguable. And in the Canadian
case, marked as a probadle. the
Soviet plane appears to have

vfgund‘a big hole_in the radar.

couple of years ago was also on
- SECORTNTEATEY duty. et

THE RADAR warning sys-
tem is Dbeing improved, of
course, although the rate of in-°
vestment in vitally necessary
air-borne early warn'ng eguip-.
ment still leaves much to be de-’
cired. Still more Important the
decision has not even been
taken. as vet. to hiy the real
heart of a modern air defense;
sv<tem. —atl the costly complex’
different tynes of gaided mis-
sties which are just now heing
perfected And even the produc.
tion of night fighter-interceptors
is bring cruelly Jowed by low
priorities.

A previous series of jepmts
in this space presentedd the de
tsils of thix huge problem. n
brief, & spurt of progress with
such guided nusater as  the
Army's “Nike has  <uddenly
made it possibic ro bwld a trily
effective Anerican air defense
Byl even “Nik-' has oot et
heen ordered i great qusnt
twes And ue effog? < heing made
to speed production of the other!
promising mis:iles Aly Foree -
and Navy .- as aclr oas Army-
designed. whick will alse he!
necded '

Estentially. this is bee ptee an'!
atl-out effort to build a trulv
~ffective American aiy defen ¢
will dcrmand additional capita
outlays of somewhere: hetween
10 billion deoliars and 135 billion
doNars. The Congressional ap
proach to the detense hudget al |
ready shows the elearest signs!
of clection year madness and|

1o one wanis to lalg about lar e ". .
new program. which have not*

been absolutely te.ted The
trouble is that il an allout ef
fort is delayed (or annther year,
the completion of the air de
fense of this count-yv will aiso
be delayed by a vear. And these
contrails 1n our gky should he,
piroof enough that snv such <o
lay is intolcrahle’ ‘
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